Bridgewater Annual Town Meeting
March 3, 2026

The 2026 Annual Town Meeting was called to order at 9:05 A.M. by Owen Asbury, Selectboard
Chair.

First order of business under Article 1, is to elect a Moderator. Lynne Bertram moved and Mary
Oldenburg 2nd the nomination of Greg Jenne as moderator. Greg was elected by voice vote.

Greg made the following announcements:

* Location of exits and bathroom facilities.

* Thank you to Ladies Auxiliary for providing refreshments. Community Center for setting up
the room. Fire Department for use of chairs,

* Town Meeting procedure and reminded the audience that in order to vote, they must be
checked off the checklist and stamped at the entrance. Greg reviewed rules and regulations that
he would be following.

*Australian Ballot vote at the Town Office for Mountain View School District. Polls are open
from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm.

The pledge of allegiance was said.

Article 2: William Young moved and Andy Bird 2" to appropriate the sum of $20,750.00 to the
following social service agencies pursuant to 24 V.S.A. 2691.

a. Woodstock Area Council on Aging 7,000.00
b. Woodstock Recreation Dept. 3,000.00
c. Spectrum Teen Center 750.00
d. Norman Williams Library 5,000.00
e. Ottauquechee Health Foundation 2,500.00
f.  Senior Solutions 2,500.00

The question was raised about lack of funding for SEVCA. They did not present a petition this
year to get on the warning. Article passes by voice vote.

Article 3: Phillip Winsor moved and Andy Bird 2" to authorize total fund expenditures for
operating expenses of $1,798,734.00 of which $281,550.00 shall be raised by non-tax revenue
and the amount of $1,517,184.00 be raised by taxes. Article passed by voice vote.

Article 4: Andy Bird moved and Phillip Winsor 2" to see if the Town will vote to place its taxes
or any part thereof in the hands of the Collector of Current Taxes for collection on August 5,
2026, to be paid on or before November 4, 2026 (1st. Wednesday). Article passed by voice vote.

Article 5: The following Town Officers were elected as required by law.
a. Selectboard (3 yrs.)
Nominations: Stephen Tarleton (nominated by Steve Tarleton Sr.)
Being no other nominations, the clerk was instructed to cast one vote for Stephen Tarleton.
b. Cemetery Commissioner (3 yrs.)
Nominations: Gregory Jenne (nominated by Owen Astbury)
Being no other nominations, the clerk was instructed to cast one vote for Gregory Jenne
c. Town Constable (1 yr.)
Nominations: W. John Blanchard (nominated by Stephen Tarleton)
Being no other nominations the clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for W. John Blanchard



Article 6: Other business (Advisory only)

Lynne Bertram, Planning Commission Chair, spoke about the updates to the Town Plan.
Planning Commission members have been working on the updates for several months. Town
Plan is required to receive state and federal funding. Plan will be approved by the Selectboard
later this summer. Invited public to attend meetings and/or make comments.

Heather Kennedy spoke of the Gold Town status of the town and penalties that we pay into the

state education system.
Steve Tarleton and Ellen Quinn asked about the status of the Sheriff’s Department. Town has

been assured that services will continue as contracted.

Rachel Ringenberger thanked the selectboard and elected officials for the work and reminded
everyone to go over to the town office and vote on the school articles.

Susan Malerich, speaking on behalf of Antonio Drucot who was not able to attend the meeting
spoke about the ongoing conflict between Israel and Palestine in Gaza. No action was taken on
this matter as there was not a formal vote for a resolution put onto the floor for the voters to act

on.

Phillip Winsor moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:39 and Robert Kancir 2™. the motion. The
motion carried. Greg suspended the rules for a moment to allow Larry Kasden to speak as he
hadn’t been acknowledged before the motion to adjourn came about. Larry questioned how to
pick one organization over others as there are many countries that require assistance and are
using US funding for various purposes. Greg reminded the body that the motion to adjourn had
been made and that the meeting was concluded.

Approved by:
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Nancy RoHinson, Clerk

102 legal voters were in attendance.
Maybe the shortest meeting on record.



